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Dear Parents, 
 
Another year is almost over, and I know that most of our cadets are looking forward to summer and 
getting away from academics for awhile. For the 4th class cadets, this will be especially nice, as they 
officially become upperclassmen at graduation. For the Firsties, they become 2nd Lts and NOTHING 
feels better than making that transition. As is our tradition, we are all looking forward to the April 
meeting and hearing our graduating parents tell us about their cadet’s first assignments. This is always 
a great meeting although it will be the last time we will see some of these graduating parents. 
 
We are starting to get ready for the Appointee to Basic Cadet transition. We generally host 2 events 
for the appointees: a formal get together with Appointees, their families and the ALOs, and then an 
informal meeting for the Appointees to get to know each other. We are also starting to plan for Parents 
Weekend which is over the Labor Day Weekend. Again this year, we will be buying tickets for our 
group so that we can all sit together. Last year we had about 200 people in our seating section.  We 
will have forms at the meeting, and the form will be posted on our website.  Donda Thomasson has 
graciously agreed to head this up this year. We do need a chairperson for the tailgate party. Michael  
Berry has done it for the past 2 years and has agreed to help out whoever volunteers. Please contact 
Marylyn or me if you interested. This is one of our most important events, and I guarantee that you 
will have plenty of help. 
 
One last thing. As you may know, President Bush appointed a Houstonian to be on the Visitors Board 
for the Academy. This is similar to the Board of Regents at one of our state universities. Don Aviles, 
graduated from Texas A& M, where he was in the military corp. He is a retired General from the US 
Army, currently owns an engineering company here in town and has been on the board of Regents at 
Texas A& M. I met with him recently and felt he was superbly qualified to be on the AFA Board. We 
have invited him to attend one of our meetings and hopefully he will be able to do so soon. 
 
We look forward to seeing all of you at  the April and July meetings, and welcoming the Class of 2008 
parents. 
 
John DeFilippo 
President, SETXAFAPA  
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May 14 Study Day 

May 15-21 Final Exams 

May 23 Appointee Meetings 

May 28 Graduation Week Begins 

June 2 Graduation 

June 6 First Summer Period Begins 

June 27 Second Summer Period Begins 

July 1 Class of 2008 enters 

July 18 Doolie Day Out 

July 18 Third Summer Period Begins 

July 25 Parents’  Meeting  

Aug 4 Return from Jacks Valley 

Aug 7 Cadet Wing Returns 

Aug 9 Acceptance Parade 

Aug 11 Classes Begin 

Sep 3-6 Parent’s Weekend 

Club News 
Club Officers 2004-2005 
There has been a slight change in off icers for this next year.  Suzie Phelps was the 
Administrative VP last year, but is stepping down with Mason’ s graduation.  Suzie 
has always done a lot of work for the club these past fours years.  We thank her for 
all her hard work and wish both her and Mason all the best. 
The new Administrative VP’ s for this year is John and Peggy Omohundro.  Their son 
Garrett is in the Class of 2006.  Please welcome them. 
John and Marylyn DeFilippo remain as president, Matthew and Margie Godar are 
Communications VP, Lynn Brooks is Treasurer, and Nellie and Eleuterio Pena are 
Secretary.  Contact information can be found for them on the back page of this news-
letter, or on the website. 

Membership Renewal and Contact Infor mation 
It is now time that we can accept membership renewal for the next year.  When re-
newing, we want to be sure that we are current with your contact information.  Sheets 
will be passed out at this meeting to all present for you to verify and correct the con-
tact information we have on you.  You may also use this time to renew membership. 
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Club News 
Appointee Meeting’s 
As in past years, the ALO’s will be holding an Appointee Meeting for the new ap-
pointees and their parents.  Some of the members from the club will go to the meet-
ing to visit with the parents and answer questions they have.  This year, the meeting 
is on May 23rd, from 2:00—5:00 PM at St. Luke©s United Methodist Church at 3471 
Westhiemer. 
Our club will sponsor an appointee party sometime in June that is strictly for the new 
appointees (not parents!).  It will include cadets who are home on first session.  In the 
past, we have found that the appointees get a lot of valuable information from the ca-
dets, and it helps them one they get to the academy to have a face they can recognize.   
If your cadet will be home and available, encourage them to attend and meet the ap-
pointees. 
NOTE: We will soon have a page on our website for Appointee Information 

Parents’ Weekend 
This year, Parents’  Weekend is from September 3-6, over Labor Day weekend.   
We have information on the website regarding the weekend. 
 

Football Tickets 
Once again we will purchase a block of tickets for the game.  Donda Thomasson is 
handling the purchase this year.  In order to purchase, she must have your order and 
payment in full no later than June 10th.  Order forms are in this newsletter, and on 
the website under Parents’  Weekend.  If you have any questions, call Donda at 409-
755-2770. 
 

Tailgate 
We will be hosting a tailgate again this year.  As John stated at the beginning of the 
newsletter, we need a volunteer to be the coordinator, and will also need several other 
volunteers.  Information on the tailgate will be posted to the website. 

Appointee Bed and Breakfast 
The Association of Graduates offers a Bed and Breakfast program for appointees.  
They will pick your appointee up at the airport, feed tehm and provide a place to stay 
the night before induction, then deliver them to USAFA.  For more information go to 
http://www.aog-usafa.org/Bed%20and%20Breakfast%20Program.html or to the club 
website. 
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SOUTHEAST TEXAS AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
PARENT’S ASSOCIATION 

 
2004—2005 Membership Data Sheet 

 
 

PARENT INFORMATION 
 

 
CADET / GRADUATE INFORMATION 

 
 
 

Parents’  Names:       

  Last  Dad (First Name)  Mom (First Name) 

Address:        

  Number/Street  City  Zip 

Phone Number:        

  Home  Dad’s Work  Mom’s Work 

E-Mail Address:   

  Address for sending E-Mail notices, office or home 

Cadet/Grad Name:       

  Last  First  Middle 

Academy PO Box:   Squadron No.   Class of (Year)  

D.O.B.:   High School:  

Academy Sports/Activities:   

Annual Membership—$20 per Family  

Alumni Membership—$10 per Family  

Name Tags—$10 Each  

Name:  

Name:  

Make Checks Payable to: 
SE TEXAS PARENTS’  ASSOCIATION 
 
Mail To: 
Leo and Nelly Pena 
7305 Purple Sage Rd 
Houston, TX 77049 
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Class Motto Parati ad Bellum 

Class Slogan Ready for War 

Class Color Blue 

Exemplar Capt Eddie Rickenbacker 

Class of 2004 

Graduation Shir ts 
The club is not endorsing, nor do we receive any money from the following, but we 
do want it to be available to the members.  A Texas native and 2003 graduate of the 
Academy offers a T-Shirt that has a Texas license plate on the back, with USAFA 05 
on the plate.  The front of the shirt has the squadron patch.  They are $12 for white 
and $15 for colors.  Information will be available at the meeting, and on the website,  
or you may call 719-930-3343 or 719-761-6787. 

Club News 

Thanks 
We had probably one of our best meetings this past January because we had a great 
speaker. The Parents’  Club would like to thank Lt. Col. Eric Paul for coming an 
thank you to the Coffmans who arranged everything and entertained him over the 
weekend. It was outstanding. 

Parents’ Club L iaison Newsletter  
There is a new liaison at the Academy for the Parents Clubs; Steven A. Simon, Lt Col, 
USAF (Retired); USAFA ©77.  He is Publishing a monthly newsletter that is quite in-
formative.  I have made a link on our website to go to his newsletters.  You can go to 
www,setxafapa.org, and select Links.  It is then the USAFA Parents Club Liaison 
Newsletter. 
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Class of 2004 
Graduates 

Julian Leon Benton CS03 
Julian follows his father as a graduate of the Academy and joins his 
brother as an Air Force Officer. His major is Human Factors Engineer-
ing. While at the Academy he scored the maximum on the PFT numer-
ous times, lettered in gymnastics, was recognized as one of the 20 best 
gymnast in the nation on the rings in 2003, earned his private pilots li-
cense and was the 1st Group Human Relations Education Officer his first 
class year. After graduation he will marry his longtime sweetheart Roxy 
Dodd of Kingwood, TX. His first assignment will be with the Academy 
Admissions Office then on to Laughlin AFB, TX for pilot training. 

Michael David Ber ry CS13 
Mike a graduate of Kempner HS and 3 year member of Squadron 13, served 
as Squadron First Sergeant, Summer Training Squadron Commander, 
Squadron Operations Officer, and Gymnastics Team Co-Captain, received 4 
Varsity Letters, and qualified for the NCAA Championships and USAG Col-
legiate Championships in 2003,2004. Mike made the Athletic Director’s 
List, and the Commandant’s List twice. He will receive his Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Geography. On June 18, 2004, he will marry his high school 
sweetheart, Stephanie Franklin. After a honeymoon in Hawaii, they will re-
port to Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo, TX for Intelligence School. His first 
assignment goal is to be a Fighter Squadron Intelligence Officer. 

Jeremy Joseph Broussard CS22 
C1C Jeremy Joseph Broussard will receive a Bachelor of 
Science in Management. He received his first choice of Pensacola, 
Florida for Undergraduate Pilot Training. He will report on March 10, 
2005 to Pensacola. Jeremy was in CS21 his first year at the Academy, 
then spent his last three years in CS22. Jeremy has made the Dean©s 
List, the Commandant©s List, and the Athletic List. He earned his 
Jump Wings in June 2002. Jeremy was Outstanding 1st Sergeant in 
the Fall of 2002, and Outstanding Squadron Commander 1st BCT in 
the Summer of 2003. Jeremy hopes to become a Fighter Pilot. 
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Graeme Leonard Dewstow       CS24 
Graeme has had an active 4 years at the Academy, enjoying cross country 
running, cycling, and snow skiing. He also plays electric bass guitar in a 
church band. Recently, he thrived on a week of extreme hiking through 
Yosemite National Park. He is a member of the Mechanical Engineering 
Student Council, and qualified as an Emergency Medical Technician and 
rescue scuba diver. He will graduate with a Mechanical Engineering De-
gree with a Minor in Spanish, and will attend flight training school at 
Vance Air Force Base in Oklahoma. 
His future plans are to qualify as a jet pilot after a 2 month break, surfing 
in Hawaii and snow skiing in New Zealand. 

K athleen Ann Dildy CS33 
Katie will graduate with a Bachelor of Science degree in Behavioral Sci-
ences and Leadership. In June, she will attend a 3 day International  
Achievement Summit in Chicago where she will meet leaders young and 
old from around the world. Then after traveling to see friends and family, 
Katie will be assigned casual status until she goes to Oxford University©s 
Exeter College in England on the Alberta Bart Holaday Scholarship in Oc-
tober 2005. There she will major in Evidenced-Based Social Work. Katie 
has served as the Fall ©04 Wing Commander and was volleyball team cap-
tain, the Academy representative to the Mountain West Conference Stu-
dent Athlete Advisory Committee and president of Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.  

Class of 2004 
Graduates 

Matthew Russell  Finch CS09 
Matthew will graduate with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering. While 
attending the Academy Matt was a member of the triathlon and mara-
thon teams. He competed in a number of different event©s held around 
the country. He proudly held a number of leadership positions while in 
Squadron 09.  After graduation he plans to travel to Europe with three 
of his Cadet buddies. They want to be in France to watch the Tour De 
France then go to Marathon Greece during the 2004 Olympics to watch 
a marathon in Marathon. Matt reports to the 7th Operation Group at 
Dyess Air Force Base in Abilene to complete his IFT. He is currently 
scheduled for UPT at Vance AFB in Enid, OK.  
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Sean M ichael Huss CS12 

Cadet Sean Michael Huss is the son of Michael and Marilyn 
Huss of Friendswood, Texas.  He will be graduating from ca-
det squadron 12 in June and attending pilot training at Laugh-
lin AFB, Texas in January 2005.  Sean has served the Acad-
emy in numerous ways over the years, culminating this sum-
mer as the Global Engagement Group Commander.  It is his 
intentions to remain in the Air Force for as long as possible.     

Amoy Garcia Jackson CS26 

Amoy will graduate with a major in Behavioral Science.  She 
has earned both the Deans pin for academics, and the com-
mandants pin for military performance.  She lettered three 
times in Basketball, and was named Honorable Mention on 
the All Mountain West Conference Team in both 2001-02 and 
2003-04 

Justin Mark K ulish CS26 
Justin Kulish is graduating with a major in Mechanical Engi-
neering and a minor in skiing. Two bad habits he picked up at 
the Academy were golf ing and wine tasting. While at the 
Academy he formed a corporation with two other cadets for 
the purpose of real estate and stock market investing. He en-
joyed Jump School this semester and will attend pilot training 
at Vance AFB in March 2005 with the goal that he never 
again arrives on the ground before his plane. 

Class of 2004 
Graduates 
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Trent Lee McGee CS35 
Trent will graduate with a degree in Biology.  He will begin 
his Air Force career in Communications, and will be stationed 
at Vandenberg AFB in California for the first three years.  
That was not necessarily his first choice, but at this point, 
anything outside Colorado Springs is seen as positive.  With 
the strict regimen of the Academy behind him, he plans to 
make the Air Force a career. 

Zachary Layne Peden CS10 
After graduating with a Management degree, Zac is moving back to 
Texas this summer.  He will be in San Angelo for 9 months training in 
Intelligence, which was his first choice for active duty.  A member of 
the 23rd Squadron, Zac played football his freshman year.  He made the 
decision to quit football when the coaches wanted him to change posi-
tions and gain another 25 pounds.  After moving to Tiger 10, he served 
on the staff of CST and was 1st Sergeant of his squad during his 02 
year.  The highlight of his last semester is having his roommate make 
Squad Com, leaving Zac with a private room.   

Class of 2004 
Graduates 

Mason Robert Phelps CS16 
Mason will graduate from the Academy with a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Management.  He has been involved with the Air Force Men’s 
Swim Team for all 4 years.   While on the swim team, he was an Aca-
demic Mountain West Conference Swimmer who maintained at least a 3.0 
average all four years.  In March 2004, Mason received the prestigious Air 
Force Achievement Medal for saving the life of one of his teammates who 
was unconscious underwater at a swim meet in California.  Upon gradua-
tion, Mason will be at Randolph Air Force Base in San Antonio for a year 
while he is awaiting pilot training.  On 4 August 2005, he will report to 
Pensacola NAS for pilot training.  
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Jonathon T Riendeau CS02 
Upon graduation, JT will receive a degree in Business Man-
agement.  His f irst assignment will be at Andrews AFB, 
Maryland, where he will begin work as a Computer Pro-
gramming Specialist. 
 

Ryan Steven Vorhies CS06 
Ryan Steven Vorhies will graduate with a degree in Man-
agement. Ryan was selected for a faculty position in the his-
tory department. Instead of casual duty after graduation, he 
will be an instructor during the 04-05 school year and will 
report to Del Rio for pilot training during the summer of ©05.  

Justin Tull  Westmoreland CS29 
As a Cadet First Class Justin was an instructor in the evasion por-
tion of Combat Survival Training and completed Introductory 
Flight Training obtaining a Private Pilot©s Certificate from the 
Federal Aviation Administration. Justin held squadron positions 
of Element Leader and Flight Commander in Cadet Squadron 29. 
He received the Dean©s Star his first semester and looks forward 
to being awarded a Bachelor of Science Degree in Management 
at graduation. Justin has been assigned to Vance Air Force Base 
in Enid, Oklahoma for his pilot training. 

Class of 2004 
Graduates 
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Air  Force Academy Parent Weekend Football Tickets 
 The football game during 2004 Parents’  Weekend (Sat., Sept 4) finds the Falcons hosting California 
from the PAC 10 Conference. The AFA Athletic Office has notified us that parents of cadets can begin to 
purchase tickets on June 21, 2003. 
 ** If your son or daughter is in the classes of 2005 or 2006 and you desire them to sit with you during 
the game, you  must  request their ticket when you make your ticket purchase.  Failure to request their ticket at 
that time may result in a lost opportunity to sit with your cadet during the game.  (Note:  No freshmen or 
sophomores are allowed to sit with parents.) 
 As we have done in the past, we will do our best to procure a BLOCK of tickets for those of you 
interested in sitting as a group (with or without your cadet).  In the past, we have submitted requests for a block 
of tickets for our entire group and have had the good fortune of getting seats together in a fairly good section.  
We hope to be as lucky this year, but offer no guarantees as to location of seats.  
 The latest information we have from the Athletic Department is: 
Parents’  weekend tickets are $30 each when purchased individually. We get a small break by buying tickets in 
bulk. With that number in mind and to cover our costs, we will charge $29.00 per ticket when purchased by the 
date below through our organization.   

Therefore, WE MUST HAVE YOUR TICKET REQUEST FORM ALONG WITH FULL 
PAYMENT NO LATER THAN JUNE 10, 2003,  so mail early or bring this form to the meeting on April 25!  
It will be up to you to discuss with your cadet whether he/she wishes to sit with our group prior to submitting the 
form.  If so, then we must count them among the number of tickets we are requesting.  However, you DO NOT 
PAY for the cadet ticket. The cadet ticket comes free from the Academy. 
 Please fill out the form below completely and legibly.  If you have any questions, please contact Donda 
Thomasson at 409-755-2770. Note: We are not responsible for  tickets lost in the mail. 
 

This Form and Payment must be received no later  than JUNE 10, 2004 
Mail this form (or bring to April 25th mtg) along with your check made out to SETXAFAPA (Southeast Texas Air 

Force Academy Parents Association) to: 
 

Donda Thomasson 
7653 Rosewood Dr. 

Lumberton, Texas   77657 
Phone:  409-755-2770 

e-mail:  dondaft@hotmail.com 
AIR FORCE/CALIFORNIA TICKET ORDER FORM 

 
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ City:__________________________ Zip: __________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daytime Phone: _________________________________  Evening Phone:__________________________________ 

___________ Total number of paid tickets (parents and other family, friends, etc.) Do not include your cadet here. 

___________PAYMENT (Check made out to SETXAFAPA)  (1= $29.00, 2=$58, 3=$87, 4=$116, 5=$145) 

___________ Yes, my cadet will be sitting with our group. (**only Class of 2005 and 2006 may do this.) 

Cadet full Name__________________________________________________ Class: ________ Squadron: ________ 
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President John and Marylyn De Filippo President@SETXAFAPA.org 281-493-9899 

VP Admin John and Peggy Omohundro AdminVP@SETXAFAPA.org 936-273-1553 

VP Comm Matthew and Margie Godar Communication@SETXAFAPA.org 281-292-7118 

Treasurer Lynn Brooks Treasurer@SETXAFAPA.org 979-285-0179 

Secretary Nelly and Eleuterio Pena Secretary@SETXAFAPA.org 281-458-8126 

2003-2004 OFFICERS 

 Southeast Texas AFA Parents Association 
7305 Purple Sage Rd 
Houston, Texas  77049 
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